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If you received your physiotherapy education or training outside of Canada and are not currently registered to practice, below are resources with information about how to become a physiotherapist in Canada and how to register in the province of Ontario.



To practice physiotherapy in Canada, you must be licensed by a regulatory College. Physiotherapy, also known as physical therapy, is a regulated profession in Canada. This means that by law you are required to be licensed to practice. The responsibility for licensing physiotherapists is held by provincial and territorial Regulatory Colleges. 

Questions?

Registration Team

Contact the Registration Team for assistance at registration@collegept.org 

or call 1-800-583-5885 ext. 222 or 416-591-3828 ext. 222. 



Alternate Formats or Translation

Should you require information in an alternate format or another language, 

please contact communications@collegept.org 

or call 1-800-583-5885 ext. 234 or 416-591-3828 ext. 234.







        

    



        

    



    
        
    
        


Step 1: Have Your Credentials Assessed


The first step to becoming a registered physiotherapist in Ontario is to have your credentials assessed by the Canadian Alliance of Physiotherapy Regulators (CAPR) and complete a language assessment to demonstrate proficiency in English or French. 



CAPR is a credentialling and assessment agency that provides evaluation services for all of the regulatory colleges in Canada. CAPR has an updated language proficiency policy, effective 

April 1, 2023.

The Canadian Alliance of Physiotherapy Regulators

1243 Islington Avenue, Suite 501, Toronto, Ontario M8X 1Y9

Tel: 416-234-8800 |  Fax: 416- 234-8820


www.alliancept.org




        

    



        

    



    
        
    
        Step 2: Take the Written Exam

After completing the credentialling process you will need to take the Physiotherapy Competency Exam - Written Component. The written exam is administered by the Canadian Alliance of Physiotherapy Regulators (CAPR). 


There are two steps:

	First you must successfully complete the Written Exam 
	After completing the Written Exam you are eligible to apply for a Provisional Practice Certificate of registration with the College of Physiotherapists of Ontario and can work under supervision until you complete a College-approved clinical exam. This is optional. 


Important: 

To receive a Provisional Practice Certificate of Registration with the College of Physiotherapists of Ontario, applicants must be registered for the next administration of the Ontario Clinical Exam. 



If you decide to apply for Provisional Practice, please ensure that you submit an application for the Ontario Clinical Exam first. You will be required to pay the full exam fee of $1,985 at the time of registration. You will not receive a Provisional Practice certificate if you are not registered for the exam.

Physiotherapy Competency Exam: Additional Information
	CAPR Resources: Preparing for the Exam
	CAPR Video: Candidate Information Session
	Bridging Programs Helping future candidates prepare for the Physiotherapy Competency Examination (PCE) and successfully transition into the Canadian workforce once licensed.








        

    



        

    



    
        
    
        Step 3: Take the Ontario Clinical Exam (OCE)




The second part of the exam process is known as a clinical exam. You must successfully complete the clinical exam to be able to register for Independent Practice with the College of Physiotherapists of Ontario. Independent Practice means that you no longer have to practice under a College-approved supervisor. 



The clinical exam is administered by the College of Physiotherapists of Ontario and is called the Ontario Clinical Exam, or OCE. 



You must register for the OCE before you apply for a Provisional Practice certificate, and you must successfully complete the OCE before you can apply for Independent Practice. 



Learn more about the OCE




        

    



        

    



    
        
    
        Step 4: Get Registered with an Independent Practice Certificate to Practice Physiotherapy in Ontario




Learn more about the steps to register for an Independent Practice Certificate with the College of Physiotherapists of Ontario. You can apply once you have successfully completed your exams. 



Steps to Register with the College Apply for Registration (PT Portal)




        

    



        

    



    
        
    
        

Helpful Resources   




	Transitioning to Practice in Ontario Learning Modules

    
	Canadian Alliance of Physiotherapy Regulators

    


	Ontario Physiotherapy Association: If you are in your first five years of practice or new to practice in Canada, watch the OPA's New to Practice Webinar


	
    Learn How to Move within Canada and Work as a Physiotherapist

    
	
    HIRE IEPTs:

    Online Repository of Educational Resources for Health Professionals and Employers

    Free Practice Readiness e-Learning Program (PReP)

    
	
    Career Map—Working in Ontario

    


	Ontario Human Rights Commission
    

    E-learning Modules

    Fair Registration Processes


	The Canadian Information Centre for International Credentials

    


	Health Force Ontario: 

    Programs and services to health professionals trained outside of Canada

    Employment Resources Starter Kit


	Immigration and Citizenship—Canada.ca


	Immigrant Access Funds—Micro Loans


	Exam Skills Preparation Workshops (ESP)


	Physiotherapy Online and Refresher Courses




	Free Program for Newcomers Entering Healthcare Field In Canada


 






        

    



        

    



    
        
    
        Watch HealthForceOntario’s Videos on the Canadian Health Care System 




    
        



            
        

    

    
        


            
        

    



        

    



    
        A List of All Provincial Physiotherapy Regulatory Bodies

Physiotherapy Alberta College and Association  

College of Physical Therapists of British Columbia

College of Physiotherapists of Manitoba  

Saskatchewan College of Physical Therapists  

College of Physiotherapists of New Brunswick  

College of Physiotherapists of Ontario  

Nova Scotia College of Physiotherapists

Ordre Professionnel de la physiothérapie du Québec  

Prince Edward Island College of Physiotherapy  

The Newfoundland and Labrador College of Physiotherapists
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College of Physiotherapists of Ontario

375 University Avenue, Suite 800

Toronto, Ontario M5G 2J5




T. 416 591 3828


T. 1 800 583 5885


F. 416 591 3834


 




info@collegept.org



www.collegept.org






            
        

    

    
                    
        

    



            
        

    

    
        Submit Questions or Suggestions

We appreciate all of your feedback and promise to get back to you.

Send Feedback






Sign Up to Get the E-Newsletter Perspectives

Receive announcements from the College once a month.

Sign Up







Follow on Social

	Facebook
	YouTube
	Twitter
	Linked In
	Instagram
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